
 

October 2018 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As you are aware, the Junior Certificate is undergoing significant change at present. The 
need for continuous assessment and group work is a fundamental principle in this reform. I 
enclose a leaflet (Junior Cycle Information for Parents of Post-Primary Students) outlining 
some of the major changes in the new Junior Cycle Programme.   

A new development in this reform is the introduction of Classroom-Based Assessments 
(CBAs). These assessments have been introduced to allow students to demonstrate their 
understanding of concepts and skills and their ability to apply them in ways that may not be 
possible in an externally assessed examination. They will be used in the assessment of 
learning in subjects.  

Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) will be assessed by the students’ teachers and 
reported on to students and parents/guardians during junior cycle and in the Junior Cycle 
Profile of Achievement (JCPA). There is a need to avoid ‘over-assessment’ and the 
cumulative burden on students and teachers of multiple assessments across the full range 
of subjects. In this context, the Classroom-Based Assessments will substitute other 
assessments currently undertaken in the school such as in-house examinations, etc. as 
appropriate.  

Classroom-Based Assessments will be facilitated by subject teachers, one CBA in second 
year and one CBA in third year. Classroom-Based Assessments in all subjects will be 
specified at a common level. The assessments associated with CBAs will cover a broad range 
of activities including oral tasks, written work of different types, practical or designing and 
making tasks, artistic performances, scientific experiments, projects or other suitable tasks 
depending on the subject in question. In the case of a small number of subjects, (Art, Craft 
and Design, Music, Home Economics and the Technology subjects) the second CBA will 
involve practical work, or the creation of an artefact or a performance. As the finished 
artefact, practical work, or performance are currently marked by the State Exams 
Commission (SEC) in these subjects, they will continue to be marked by the SEC, together 
with the related accompanying written evidence, as appropriate.  

CBAs will be undertaken by students within class time to a national timetable (see attached 
schedule). When assessing the level of student achievement in a Classroom-Based 
Assessment against the learning outcomes, teachers will use ‘on-balance’ judgement in 
relation to the Features of Quality, which are set out in four level descriptors. 

 

 



Four Classroom Based Assessment Descriptors:  

 Exceptional  
 Above Expectations  
 In Line with Expectations  
 Yet to Meet Expectations 

If a student does not complete a CBA or the CBA is poorly attempted, it is recorded as Not 
Achieved. 

The CBAs are an important part of your child’s education. They should engage in them with 
the hope of achieving the best possible quality outcome. Your support will be much 
appreciated during the completion of the assessments. 

The school will hold an information evening with further advice and guidance on the new 
Junior Cycle Programme and the use of assessment and reporting within it. Details of this 
meeting will be sent by letter and text to all parents/guardians. 

If you require any further information, you can visit the following websites: 

www.jct.ie 

www.ncca.ie 

You can also contact the school at 063 98275 and request a meeting with your child’s year 
head or the deputy principal or principal. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Noel Kelly 

 


